
Meet Our Walnut Grove 
Teachers

2020-2021



Mrs. Corona-Duran, Principal
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My name is Adriana Corona-Duran. I was born in the 
state of Jalisco, Mexico. I have lived in the USA since 
1982. We have lived in Patterson for 20 yrs.

Education:
Bachelor’s Degree and 
teaching credential 
from CSU Fresno.
Master of Arts Degree 
from CSU Sacramento.

I am married to Mr. Arturo Duran 
and have 3 amazing children, 
Alexis, Arturo, Alondra. We have a 
dog, Hazel; a cat, Ivy and our latest 
addition- my son in law, Miguel 
Angel.

We love to go backpacking and 
camping. I like to listen to music 
and in my spare time, watch a 
little t.v.

This is my 3rd year as the 
principal of WG. I have been 
in the educational field for 27 
years in various roles.



Mr. Barron, Assistant Principal
EFRAIN BARRON
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL

I was born in the state of Tamaulipas, 
Mexico, raised in South Texas, and now 
live in Patterson, CA

I earned a BA in Arts Spanish from the 
University of Texas Pan-American and a 
Masters in Education from the University 
of Texas Rio Grande Valley.

I am married to Amy Barron and we are 
proud parents of Nevaeh and Eliazar 
Barron.  

This is my 8th year at Walnut Grove and 
my 12th year in education.  My hobbies 
are the outdoors.  



Elisa Ontiveros-8th grade Dual Immersion
    Hi! I was born in Mexico, raised in Modesto, and now live in Turlock. 
This will be my 24th year teaching.  I have been teaching 
middle school since Walnut Grove opened.  Beforehand, I taught 
grades 1-3 at Grayson and Northmead.  I graduated from CSUS with 
BAs in Spanish and Education with a Masters in Curriculum. My 
hobbies are nature photography, hiking, and studying 
cultures/languages.  I am a proud mother of Erik, a senior 
in high school, and Celeste, a 12 year old 7th grader.  
We have a puppy named Rocky.  This is my 24th wedding 
anniversary to Javier who is a 7th grade math/science 
teacher in Winton.  I look forward to seeing you all in 
person soon.





Jessica Crockett -SDC 6th-8th grade 
Hello!  A little about me...This is my 
8th year at WG school.  I have 
taught a total of 11 years.  I was 
born and raised in Patterson!  I 
have lived in Turlock, Lake 
Havasu, AZ and Lake Don Pedro 
before moving back to Patterson to 
raise our family. I am married and I 
have two beautiful kids.  An 8th 
grader at WG (Cienna) and a 4th 
grader (Alex).  We have chickens, 
a horse, dogs and two lizards. My 
family loves to travel and we enjoy 
the great outdoors.  



Serena Miranda* RESOURCE SPECIALIST 6-8 Grade
ALOHA! I was born and raised in the Bay 
Area, Union City. I have been with Patterson 
Unified School District since 2002 as an 
instructional aide, after school program 
coordinator, yard duty, cafeteria worker, and 
much more! I lived in Hawaii for three years 
which was a wonderful experience! I 
graduated with a MASTERS Degree in 
SPECIAL EDUCATION from Grand Canyon 
University. This will be my 6th year at 
WALNUT GROVE (PARADISE). I am married 
and have three wonderful grown adult kiddos, 
Desiree 27-Andrew 26- Anthony 22 and my 
11 year old son Alix. I am also a NANI to 
KAYDEN of 19 months! We have a new 
addition to our family, a fur baby named 
ROVER. My husband Alix and I also take care 
of my MOTHER who is 82 YEARS YOUNG!!

I love 
FAMILY-FRIENDS-GARDENING-HIKING-MUSI
C-TRAVEL-VEGAS-HAWAII-LOVE TO DANCE:) 
GOOD VIBES! MY JOB/ STUDENTS!

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Hawaii_SunSet2111111.jpg
https://pixabay.com/photos/hiking-bavaria-alpine-nature-4604543/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/cpasqueretta/9233677753


Hi friends! I’m Mrs. Guerrero. This is my eighth year teaching 4th and 
5th grade special day combo class at Walnut Grove School.
 
I live in Turlock with my husband Carlos, daughter Kayla, son Kristian 
and my two dogs Dak & Zeke. 

 I originally grew up in Patterson and was born at the Del Puerto 
Hospital prior to the closure. 

In my free time, I mostly enjoy spending time with my family and friends, 
listening to music, having game night,  watching reality tv and hosting 
pool parties. 

One weird but true fact about my family is that my husband, my dad and 
my brother all share the same first name. It’s actually pretty funny when 
someone calls out their name.   (LOL) 

That’s a little about me. I look forward to seeing you all soon. 



Vanessa Martinez    4th Grade   Spanish Dual Immersion

Hola,
This is my 3rd year teaching as a 
Spanish Dual Immersion teacher at 
Walnut Grove. This is my 17th year in 
Education. I received my BA and MA at 
CSU, Hayward. I have a family with 2 
kids: Aaron is 12 years old in 7th grade. 
Arielle is 9 years old in 4th grade. My 
husband is Carlos and we also have a 
Fur Baby, COCO. 

During our free time, we enjoy 
the outdoors: walking, 
jogging, bicycling, swimming 
and hiking. We enjoy traveling 
and having family and friends 
gather. 



Ms. Mendoza 
6th Grade Spanish Dual Immersion

Subjects I tEach:

Hello! This is my 4th year teaching at Walnut Grove, but my 13th 
year in education. I grew up in Hughson, and lived in Turlock, 
before moving to Patterson to raise my family. I received my BA 
and MA at CSU Stanislaus. I have two children at Walnut Grove: 
Danika (5th grade) and Lukas (1st grade). We also have a fur 
baby: Luda (Lu-Lukas & Da-Danika). In our free time we enjoy 
hiking, camping, traveling and doing anything that keeps us active. 



Mrs Travao 
7th Grade
Math/Science

Hello! 
This is my third year teaching full time, I have been in education for six 
years. I received my Bachelors Degree from Brandman University in 
Liberal Studies and  my teaching credential from Teachers College of 
San Joaquin. I was born in Modesto and grew up in Waterford. I now 
live in Hughson with my Husband (Michael) our two children (Stetson 9 
Shelby 2) and our two dogs (Ellie & Leo) We love to camp and spend 
time with our family.  





My sister and I 
are riding our 
bikes in this 

picture postcard 
of our 

hometown!

Ms. Judy Jenkins - Kindergarten

I was born and raised in Alameda, California. I earned a BA in 
Sociology from the University of California, Berkeley, and 
then earned my credential from the UC Berkeley Graduate 
School of Education. I taught in Oakland for 11 years before 
joining the staff at Las Palmas in 1999. I moved to Walnut 
Grove when this school opened. This will be my 17th year 
teaching Kindergarten (33rd year teaching). 

I live in Patterson with my two daughters, Stephanie and 
Danielle. We enjoy hanging out and playing games together. I 
also enjoy doing word puzzles and watching crime dramas.

Fun Facts: 
When I first started 
teaching in Oakland, Mrs. 
Thomas was a 5th grader 
at the same school.

Ms. Diaz was my 4th 
grade student at Las 
Palmas.

Me!



Mrs. Hernandez 
5th Grade Dual Spanish
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I was born in San Francisco and lived in the bay 
area until I was 16 which is when my family 
moved to Patterson.  I graduated from Patterson 
High School and received my BA in Liberal Studies 
from CSU Stanislaus.  I live in Patterson with my 

husband of 16 years, Daniel, and our three children, 

Vincent (9th grade at PHS ), Michael (7th grade at 
WG), and Zoe (4th grade at WG). We have two 
pets a dog, Khloe, and a cat, Pablo.  

During my free time I enjoy spending time with my family.  
We love traveling and recently took up hiking.  Our favorite 
vacation destinations are Hawaii and Las Vegas.  I love reading 
and crafting.  



Ms. Garibay 4th Grade Teacher              Dual - English
FUN FACTS

Taught first grade for 7 years.

Taught second grade for 1 year.

Taught third grade for 2 years.

Taught fourth grade for 1 year.

Taught fifth grade for 1 year.

Taught sixth grade for 2 years.

WALNUT GROVE 4th grade DUAL 

Journey began 2018

16 years as an educator

��



Luis Torres 
Physical Education 

I’ve been at Walnut Grove for 3 years. Teach 
PE for 6th, 7th, and 8th grade. I am the ASB 
advisor for Walnut Grove and Varsity Coach 
for Patterson High School Boys Soccer 

Graduated from 
CSU Stanislaus 
with a Bachelors 
in Kinesiology. 
Played college 
soccer for 2 
years.  

I am the oldest sibling in my 
family. I’ve lived in Patterson 
since I was 5. 

I enjoy traveling, off roading, 
working out, and playing 
sports when I have free time.



Hello! This will be my second year teaching 
1st grade at Walnut Grove. I love my job and 

what I do! On my free time I enjoy a vast 
amount of activities, especially if it keeps 
me moving. I enjoy hiking, biking, rock 

climbing, going to the beach, tennis, 
running, reading and traveling! I also love 
tacos, animals, Harry Potter, & Disney. I 

have three fur babies, my cat Lea, and my 
two dogs Daisy & Mickey.

Ms. De Loera 
      1st Grade 



               Mrs. Angel
           4th Grade
Hi!  This will be my first year teaching and I am so 
excited!  I have worked at Walnut grove as a 
Para-educator for 7 years.  I grew up in a little town 
right next to Patterson; Westley, CA. I am a proud 
graduate from CSU Stanislaus.  I have 4 children that 
keep me very busy.  During my free time I enjoy 
attending their soccer games.  I also enjoy dancing, 
playing basketball, and photography.  



 Hi! I’m Ms. López!

¡Hola, soy la Maestra López!

I love to travel, puzzles, 
art, and the outdoors (I try 
to run 3 miles everyday!) 

Nací en México y viví en Los 
Ángeles hasta la edad de 9 
años cuando nos mudamos a 
Patterson. A los 18 años me 
fui a San Francisco y viví ahí 
por 7 años. Regresé al Valle 
Central hace 6 años y me 
recibi de la universidad de 
Stanislaus. Ahora vivo en 
Modesto. 

Me encanta viajar, los 
rompecabezas, arte y estar 
activa (¡trato de correr 3 
millas diarias!)

I was born in Mexico and 
lived in Los Angeles until we 
moved to Patterson when I 
was 9 years old. At 18, I 
moved to San Francisco and 
lived there for 7 years. I 
moved back to the Central 
Valley to get my Bachelor’s 
from CSU Stanislaus, and 
now live in Modesto. 

This will be my 2nd 
year at Walnut 
Grove. I have been 
working in education 
for about 6 years 
now. 
I am so excited to 
meet my students!

Este será mi 2° año en 
Walnut Grove, pero 
llevo 6 años 
trabajando en la 
educación. 
¡Estoy muy 
emocionada de 
conocer a mis nuevos 
alumnos!

I have a big family whom I 
love (This is just half!) 

Tengo una familia muy 
grande a quien adoro 
(¡esta es solo la mitad!)



Mr. Lima
Hello! This is my 6th year teaching MUSICA 

at WG!  I love to camp, fish, & play video games! 
While I am originally from Fresno, I currently live 
in Modesto with Mrs. Lima, my dog Tomo, and my 
two cats Mezzo & Khalie! My FAVORITE place to eat 
in town in Velvet Grill...you will ALWAYS find me 

ordering their AMAZING pancakes!!

My computer!! My dog Tomo :) Mr. & Mrs. Lima <3

Tiny beard Lima

Mid-beard Lima

BIG beard Lima



Ms. Garcia
7th grade

Welcome to 2020-2021 school year, this will be my 3rd 
year here in Walnut Grove. I attended Merced 

Community College after graduating from high school 
and then later transferred to CSU Stanislaus where I 

have received my degrees. I enjoy doing what I do and 
I am here for you! 

Bienvenidos al año escolar 2020-2021, este será mi 
tercer año aquí en Walnut Grove. Asistí a Merced 
Community College después de graduarse de la 
escuela secundaria y luego me transferí a CSU 

Stanislaus, donde obtuve mis títulos. ¡Disfruto hacer lo 
que hago y estoy aquí para usted!

Yo enseño / 
I teach



MAESTRA TOVAR-NAVARRO
              Kinder Doble Inmersión Español

iHola! iSoy la Maestra 
Tovar-Navarro y tengo 4 
hijos increíbles, he sido 
maestra durante 24 años, he 
estado casada con mi 
maravilloso esposo durante 
30 años, y tengo 48 años de 
edad!! Walnut Grove ha sido 
mi hogar lejos del hogar 
durante 11 años. Me encanta 
WG! A mi familia y a mi nos 
encanta viajar a diferentes 
estados e ir a juegos de la 
NFL y MLB (antes del 
COVID-19). iCuídate y 
mantente saludable!

UAG: Universidad Autónoma de 
Guadalajara  

TECOS
Hello! I am Mrs. Tovar-Navarro 
and I have 4 amazing children, 
been teaching for 24 years, 
have been married to my 
marvelous husband for 30 years 
and am 48 years old!! Walnut 
Grove has been my home away 
from home for 11 years. My 
family and I love to travel to 
different states and go to NFL 
and MLB games (pre Covid-19). 
Take care and stay healthy!



Hello!
This will be my 5th Year 

teaching At Walnut Grove.
I graduated from 

Stanislaus in May 2020 
with my Masters in 
Education. I enjoy 

traveling, hiking, and 
going to the beach. 

Fun Fact: I taught in Colombia in 
the summer of 2018.

                                      Horario después del almuerzo  Mrs. Faatiga-2nd Grade



Ms.Schulz Brown 
Resource Specialist, K-5

My hometown is Fresno, 
California. I graduated from 
CSU, Fresno with a B.A. in 
Communicative Disorders. 
I’ve been a Resource 
Specialist at Walnut Grove 
for 12 years and this is my 
40th year of teaching. I 
have four grown children 
and one grandson, Tristan. 
I love traveling, genealogy, 
theater, gardening, cooking, 
and making jam. It has 
been an honor to help 
generations of children 
learn to read. 

Hola!

Bonjour!

Boun 
Giorno!



Ms. Bray-6th Grade ELA/History/Science
Hi! This is my 5th year teaching 6th 
grade at Walnut Grove and my 9th 
year in education. I love teaching 
at WG! I graduated with a Masters 
in History from CSU Stanislaus. I 
also enjoy playing music, hiking, 
rafting, spending lots of time in 
nature and hanging out with my 
niece, Hannah. My new cat was 
named by this year’s 7th graders. 
His name is MyBoiRuckus and 
he’s a lot of fun!



❖ This is my 6th year teaching 5th grade at 
Walnut Grove.

❖ Prior to teaching I was the CELDT (ELPAC) 
coordinator for the district for 2 years.

❖ I graduated from CSU Stanislaus.
❖ At Walnut I am part of the PBIS committee, 

National History Day coach for the elementary 
and a union representative.  

❖ I have been married to a wonderful woman for 
the past 10 years.

❖ I was born in Michoacan, Mexico, but lived in 
Ceres for the past 23 years. 

❖ In my free time I love to travel to new places, 
go camping and play tennis.  



Tenisha Thomas School Counselor 
This is my second year at Walnut Grove School but my 16th 
year with Patterson Joint Unified Schools. I am from Oakland 
CA and the youngest of 5 children. I have been married for 17 
wonderful years and have a 10yr old son. I attended Merritt 
College for my AA, UC Santa Cruz for my BA, Patten 
University for my Teaching Credential, and Cal State 
Stanislaus for my MA. During my freetime I enjoy 
baking, watching Netflix, shopping, and Spending time
with my immediate and extended family.

Baking is therapeutic

My family is my world



Mrs. Bahara
SDC K-3rd

My hometown is Fremont, CA. I 

graduated from CSU stanislaus 

and TCSJ. This is my 5th year at 

Walnut Grove but my 10th year 

teaching. I love teaching!!! I have 

10 year old twins and a baby girl 

due in December. I love spending 

time with my family such as 

camping, going to the beach, 

fishing, traveling and going 

swimming. I really love to read too!    



Mr. Porras - ELA/History/PE
This my 10th year at Walnut Grove. My wife 
Lydia is a VP at Apricot Valley Elementary. We 
have 3 children, who have all grown up. My wife 
and I love to travel and go on adventures. I love 
to go kayak fishing and fly fishing in the Sierra 
Nevada with my dog Obi. I’m a huge Star Wars 
fan and part of Raider Nation. 



Pets

Mrs. Verhaegen
Third Grade Teacher

I was born here in 
Patterson, CA, when 
there was Del Puerto 
Hospital. Also, I am a 
local who graduated 
from Patterson High 
School.  I continued 
my education at CSU 
Monterey Bay and 
CSU Stanislaus.

CSUMB--1999 Pioneer Graduate

I have been teaching third grade for 20 years in 
Patterson Joint Unified School District.   At Walnut 
Grove Elementary School, I have been teaching for eight 
years.

I have been married to a local, Adam Verhaegen, for 21 
years.  My son (Luke) is a junior at PHS.  My daughter (Leia) 
is an eighth grader at Walnut Grove .

I enjoy riding my bike through town and the 
Monterey coast.  Also, I love traveling, camping, 
walking with friends, and painting. 



Dwight Jones- 6th Grade Math/Science 

My hometown is Los Angeles, Ca and 
this will be 5th year teaching at Walnut 
Grove. 
I am an alumni of CSU Stanislaus and 
am a part of the PBIS team and the 
Athletic Director. 
I have one son named DJ and we like to 
make Youtube videos (shoutout to My 
wife for recording).
During my free time I like play sports, 
play video games and eat. 



Miss Perez 
1st Grade Dual English

❖ My hometown is Porterville, CA and I currently live 
in Turlock.

❖ I received my B.A Degree and Credential from 
CSU Stanislaus. 

❖ This is my 5th year teaching at Walnut Grove. 
❖ I love music, movies and doing arts and crafts.
❖ I enjoy traveling, hiking and attending music 

concerts.  



Maestra Velazquez
1st grade Dual Spanish 

 
 

This will be my 6th year at Walnut Grove School.  I was 
raised in Patterson, and graduated from PHS.  I am a 
proud alumni from CSU Stanislaus, where I earned my BA 
in Liberal Studies and my teaching credential.  I am 
happily married to my husband Miguel, who is also an 
educator.  We love to watch Disney movies and enjoy 
Disneyland Trips!  If I could eat ice cream everyday I 
would, but I don’t. I do enjoy ice cream on a regular 
basis.  In my free time I enjoy playing board games, bike 
riding, and going to the movie theater.       

Fun facts:
Maestra 
Tovar-Navarro 
was my 4th 
grade teacher.

Miss Perez and 
myself 
graduated from 
CSU Stanislaus 
the same year.   



Second Grade English Strand

My name is Maria Rangel.  I live in Patterson.   Married to Juan R. Rangel.  I have three 
boys Ivan, Nelson and Roberto.  This  will be my 20th Year teaching with PJUSD. All in 

second grade.  I’ve taught at Northmead and Walnut Grove. I graduated from CSU 
Stanislaus  with a Bachelor Degree .   I enjoy walking, reading, traveling and spending 

time with family and friends.



Ms. Romo
Dual English Kindergarten teacher

This is my 6th year teaching kindergarten. I graduated from CSU Stanislaus. I was raised in Turlock and graduated from THS. Some of my favorite things are watch football, bike riding, being with family and hosting movie night with my two children. 



Thank you! let’s have 
another great year! 

ROAR 

https://www.greatexpectations.org/about-us/life-principles/

